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Hello, my name is Momoko Yokoi, and I am a youth delegate from Japan. Thank you for this

opportunity to speak today.

As I prepared for CSW, I found myself asking: Does this space truly create change? As a board
member of Mimosas, an organization addressing sexual violence in Japan, I hear daily stories of
women and girls suffering from sexual assault and harassment. Thirty years after the Beijing

Platform for Action, sexual violence remains a reality for too many.

In Japan, nearly 50% of those seeking help from One-Stop Support Centers for sexual violence
are under 19. The most common cases involve rape, making up nearly half of all reports.
Shockingly, over 10% of cases involve sexual violence by a guardian against a child under 18.
Despite decades of global commitments, young women and girls remain unprotected. These

numbers are not just statistics. They are a call to action.

So, how can CSW be influential enough to change this reality? How can we, who are privileged
to be in this space today, ensure that the conversations we have here in this room turn into real,

lasting change?

From my perspective, this means implementing comprehensive sexuality education—not as an
option, but as a fundamental part of the curriculum—so every young person has an opportunity
to learn about boundaries, respect, and their rights. This also means ensuring that One-Stop
Support Centers are properly funded and accessible nationwide—so no survivor is left without
medical care, legal support, or a safe space to turn to. Survivors don’t just need sympathy. They

need real, sustained support.

And finally, it means putting young women where they belong: in positions of power. Not just in
conversations about gender equality as participants in dialogues like this, but as policymakers,
leaders, and budget decision-makers. If policies are being made about us, we must be at the table

shaping them.

To the policymakers listening today: hear us, because we are the future. The Beijing Platform for

Action was a promise. Now, we demand action. Thank you.
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